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Elmbridge Borough Council 
 

South Area Planning Sub-Committee 
 

Report of a virtual meeting held on 29 April 2021 
 

Members of the Committee: 
 

* B.J.F. Cheyne (Vice-Chairman) (in the Chair) 
 

* J.W. Browne 
* Mrs. H.C. Butler 
* O.T. Chappell 
  P.M. Harman 

* D.J. Lewis 
* Mrs. V. Macleod 
  Mrs. C. Sood 
* A. Tilling 

 

* Denotes attendance 
 

Substitutes: 
 

A.P. Burley (Substituting for Mrs. C. Sood) 
 

41/20 Vice Chairman's Opening Comments  
 
The Vice-Chairman opened the meeting by paying tribute to Councillor 
Mrs. D.M. Mitchell, who had sadly recently passed away. Councillor Mrs. Mitchell 
had been one of the longest serving members of the Council having first been 
elected in May 1983 and remaining a member for the intervening years apart 
from a period when she served as a Surrey County Councillor where she still 
represented her beloved Cobham.  Apart from all the other Committees on which 
she had served during her long years of Service to the Council, including her 
year as Mayor of the Borough during the 1991/1992 Municipal year, she had 
been the Chairman of the predecessor of this Sub-Committee (West Area 
Planning Sub-Committee) from 1992 to 1997, Vice Chairman of the South Area 
Planning Sub-Committee from 2013 to 2019 and the Chairman of the Sub-
Committee from 2019 to the time of her passing.  The Sub-Committee valued all 
of Dorothy’s contributions during the debates held at the meetings which were 
borne of her great knowledge particularly on planning matters and she would be 
greatly missed after a life of service to the communities in which she had lived. 
 

42/20 Declarations of Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

Matters of Report to the Planning Committee 
 

43/20 Planning Application  
 
(Link to Council Priorities: P2 – Deliver appropriate sustainable planning decisions) 
 
Resolved that the application set out below be determined as indicated, in 
accordance with authority delegated to the Sub-Committee: 
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(a) 2020/1627 - Currently 22 garages and associated hard standing accessed 

between 66 Waverley Road and 64 Waverley Road, Oxshott  
 
 Having reviewed the relevant material planning considerations, 

Members concluded the proposal had not minimised the risk from 
flooding, and that the proposed flood mitigation was insufficient to 
address the risk. In addition, the proposal failed to demonstrate 
environmental awareness and failed to contribute towards climate 
change mitigation.  The loss of the garages would impact on the 
amenity of residents.  Finally, in the absence of a completed legal 
agreement to secure affordable housing, the proposal was 
unacceptable in that regard. 

 
 Following consideration of the application, D.J. Lewis and A. Tilling 

proposed separate reasons for refusal, contrary to the Officer’s 
recommendation, and in this regard, the Chairman requested that a 
recorded vote be undertaken separately on each reason. 

 
 The first reason for refusal proposed by D.J. Lewis was that the 

proposed development would fail to minimise the risk from flooding, 
and the mitigation measures proposed had been considered 
insufficient and failed to ensure surface water run-off was 
controlled at source,  contrary to Policy CS26 of the Elmbridge 
Core Strategy 2011.  For openness and transparency purposes, a 
recorded vote was undertaken, whereupon there voted: 

  
For the refusal reason: D.J. Lewis, Mrs. V. Macleod and A. Tilling (3) 

 
  Against the refusal reason: J.W. Browne and A.P. Burley (2) 
 
  Abstentions: Mrs. H.C. Butler, O.T. Chappell and B.J.F. Cheyne (3) 
 
 The Chairman declared the reason for refusal as having been 

agreed.   
 
 The Sub-Committee then considered the second reason for refusal 

proposed by A. Tilling whereby the proposed development had 
failed to demonstrate environmental awareness, failed to contribute 
towards climate change mitigation and the loss of the garages 
would impact adversely on the amenity of residents, contrary to 
Policy DM2 of the Development Management Plan 2015.  For 
openness and transparency purposes, a recorded vote was 
undertaken, whereupon there voted: 

   
For the refusal reason: O.T. Chappell, Mrs. V. Macleod and  

  A. Tilling (3) 
 
  Against the refusal reason: J.W. Browne and A.P. Burley (2) 
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  Abstentions: Mrs. H.C. Butler, B.J.F. Cheyne and D.J. Lewis (3) 
 
 The Chairman declared this second reason for refusal as having 

been agreed.   
 
 Accordingly, the Sub-Committee considered the motion to refuse 

permission for the above reasons and for the non-submission of a 
legal agreement to secure affordable housing provision.  For 
openness and transparency purposes, a further recorded vote was 
undertaken, whereupon there voted: 

 
For refusal: D.J. Lewis, Mrs. V. Macleod and A. Tilling (3) 

 
  Against refusal: (0) 
 
  Abstentions: J.W. Browne, A.P. Burley, Mrs. H.C. Butler,  
  O.T. Chappell and B.J.F. Cheyne (5) 
 
 The Chairman declared the motion as having been carried and 

accordingly the Sub-Committee resolved to 
 
 Refuse permission, contrary to the Officer’s recommendation, for the 

following reasons: 
 
 1. The proposed development would fail to minimise the risk from 

flooding, and the mitigation measures proposed are considered 
insufficient and fail to ensure surface water run off is controlled at 
source. The proposal is therefore contrary to Policy CS26 of the 
Elmbridge Core Strategy 2011. 

 
 2. The proposed development has failed to demonstrate 

environmental awareness and has failed to contribute towards 
climate change mitigation. In addition, the loss of garages would 
impact adversely on the amenity of residents. This would be contrary 
to Policy DM2 of the Development Management Plan 2015. 

 
 3. A legal agreement to secure affordable housing provision has not 

been received, and without this the proposal would fail to comply 
with Policy CS21 of the Core Strategy 2011 and the Development 
Contributions SPD 2020. 

 
44/20 Matters for Information  

 
(a) List B: For Information - Applications currently under consideration and yet 

to be determined  
 

The Sub-Committee received and noted the applications currently under 
consideration and yet to be determined for the South area. 
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(b) Forthcoming Appeals - Outstanding Written Representations  
 

The Sub-Committee received and noted the forthcoming appeals – 
outstanding written representations for the East, North and South areas. 
 

(c) Appeal Decisions  
 
 The Sub-Committee received and noted the Appeal Decisions for the 

East, North and South areas. 
 

- - - - - - - 
 

The virtual meeting commenced at 5.00 pm and concluded at 6.10 pm 
 
 

 
 
 
 

B.J.F. Cheyne 
Vice-Chairman in the Chair 

 
M. Clarke Committee and Member Services Officer 

 
Duty Legal Officer 

 
R. Hosmer - Solicitor 

 
Other Officers in attendance 

 
P. Falconer - Development Manager 
P. Brooks - South Area Team Leader 

 
Remote Meeting Facilitators 

 
Ms. M. Bailey - Committee and Member Services Manager 

 
 

 

Democratic Services Officer in attendance 


